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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_...
102-1375 13 August 1992 Washington, DC
PRESERVATION AND CHILDHOOD HUNGER RELIEF ACT. How often
have we heard the saying our children are our future, and
yet how many children do we hear about or read about every
day in America who live in poverty. who do not have food
or shelter, who for some reason or another seem to have fallen
between the cracks, who to put it quite simply are at-risk
children. Sadly, I think the answer is, all too often.
Well I am pleased to say that here in the House we
have passed legislation to protect the welfare o~ our nation's
children. It is a bill which will keep our children healthy.
It is a bill which will provide the services and support
needed to keep families together. It is legislation which
makes a true commitment to family values.
to the Children's Initiative.
I am referring
This is actually two proposals which have been combined
the Mickey Leland Childhood Hunger Relief Act, and the
Fami ly Preservation Act. Together, these two measures will
provide services to help abused and neglected children and
keep families together whenever possible (thereby avoiding
the need to place chi Idren in foster care). and expand food
assistance for low-income families with children, particularly
those with very high shelter costs.
what each will do.
Family Preservation Programs.
Let me elaborate on
The bill establishes
a new child welfare capped entitlement program targeted at
providing services designed to keep families intact and to
avoid unnecessary foster care and other out-of-home placements.
It also amends the federal foster care and adoption assistance
programs in order to improve their operation, including
alloWing abandoned infants and children to qualify for
assistance and authorizing reimbursement for respite care
for foster parents of foster children with special needs.
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In addition, it increases the amount available for the
Title XX Social Services Block Grant.
Childhood Hunger Relief Programs. The measure makes
various changes in the Food Stamp program which are intended
to assist families with children by expanding eligibility
for the program- and increasing benefit levels with extremely
high housing costs to deduct more of these costs from their
income for purposes of determining Food Stamp benefits;
provides new exclusions from income for child support payments,
in order to encourage the payment and collection of child
support; and requires inflation indexing of the current limit
on the value of a vehicle a household may own without it
being counted as an asset in determining Food Stamp
eligibility. In addition, the bill provides for a significant
increase in FY 1993 funding to purchase food for distribution
to needy individuals and families under the Emergency Food
Assistance Program.
The importance of the family and nurturing family values
is something we all hear a lot of talk about these days,
but as the expression goes actions speak louder than words.
This legislation takes the action necessary to evidence our
coromi tment to two of the most basic of all those values --
keeping families together, and providing the means of support
to help nurture and raise strong and healthy children.
# # #
HONORING THE ALL AMERICAN DIVISION. During World War II
a new breed of soldier came into service, the American
paratrooper. The soldiers that were organized to form the
82nd Airborne came from every walk of life and every state
of the union which is how the 82nd Airborne Division came
to be known as the All-American Division.
From their early campaigns in Sicily and Normandy to
the desert sands of Iraq the soldiers of the 82nd Airborne
have distinguished themselves in combat. They are recognized
around the world as an elite fighting unit that is among
the best of our Armed Forces.
This is the 50th Anniversary of the 82nd Airborne and
on this occasion I would like to say to all those past and
present who have served in the All-American Division that
our nation owes a great debt of thanks to you for safeguarding
our freedom. "Mayall of your landings be safe ones"- --well
done! !
# # #
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